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I cosponsored this bill, which increases the maximum penalty for a person illegally carrying a

handgun from three to five years. This penalty increase was amended into HB 824 which passed

Violent crime continues to occur every single day in our
neighborhoods, and I will not back down from fighting to
combat this. We all deserve to be safe. This is a top priority

of mine, and I therefore spent a significant amount of time this Senate Bill 858 strengthens Maryland’s gun safety laws and reduces children’s unsupervised access to

session fighting for funding and new laws to address crime. ﬁre.arms. The bill enhances the .p.enalty for V.ic?lating the State’s safe storage lawg This bill alsq takes
action to help prevent youth suicide by requiring the Deputy Secretary for Public Health Services to
develop a youth suicide prevention and firearm safe storage guide.

House Bill 1243/Senate Bill 840 addresses the dramatic increase in hate crimes at our mosques, synagogues, churches and

other non-profits and faith-based institutions. Studies show there has been a significant increase in antisemitic crimes. In an effort to combat

antisemitism, I sponsored House Bill 1244, which creates a Maryland Holocaust Remembrance Day

on January 27th. This day coincides with the day the troops liberated the Auschwitz concentration
camps.

It establishes the Protecting Against Hate Crimes Grant Fund, a special fund administered by the Executive Director of
the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services, to provide grants to nonprofit organizations,
including faith-based organizations, to provide security enhancements to protect against hate crimes. For fiscal 2025 and

each fiscal year thereafter, the Governor must include in the annual budget bill an appropriation of $5.0 million to the B ———— Thisbill passed both the House of Delegates and Senate unanimously, and
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to announce this bill passed the House of Delegates again. Unfortunately,
the bill was not voted on in the Senate. I look forward to continuing
advocating for this bill and for it to become law in the future.

House Bill 13 enables victims who have suffered hate crimes to bring a civil action against the person or persons who
committed the act, as hate crimes are dangerously increasing in Maryland and the nation. Thirty-three states currently
have civil remedy as part of their hate crime law, and Maryland is overdue to join them.
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I cosponsored House Bill 547, which will reduce
childhood poverty and help Maryland families by
making the 2021 expansion of Maryland’s Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) permanent.

I cosponsored House Bill 552, which establishes the
Build Our Future Grant Pilot Program within the
State Department of Commerce to better support
technology projects, develop innovation infrastructure,
and bring needed jobs across the State. The program
will leverage State dollars for grants to businesses, local
governments, non-profits, and academic institutions
for infrastructure and technology programs. The bill
pairs with the existing Innovation Investment Tax
Credit and Biotechnology Investment Tax Credit to
expand access to capital and bring about significant
tech-driven investment in Maryland.

I cosponsored House Bill 546, which provides access and
exposure to public service for young Marylanders by
creating a service year option for high school graduates to
work for community organizations and nonprofit groups.
The program will serve as a springboard for participants to
enter post-service year employment, higher education, or
apprenticeships. This will create a lifelong culture of service
in our young people and our communities across the State.
The service year option will incorporate a flexible design
to allow for programs that appeal to a broad spectrum of
young people with a wide range of career interests.

HEALTHCARE L)

I cosponsored House Bill 548, which incentivizes banks to stay in low to moderate income neighborhoods, provide better
access to banking and establish and retain new business. This bill establishes the Maryland Community Investment Venture
Fund to develop opportunities for banking institutions and credit unions to better serve needs of low to moderate income
areas and encourage private investment.

A RISE zone is a geographic area in immediate proximity to a qualified institution and is targeted for increased economic
and community development. This bill expands the RISE Zone program, thereby promoting economic development
surrounding universities and certain nonprofits. This will also lead to additional jobs and revenues for the local jurisdictions.

I sponsored House Bill 471 this session and am proud to report that this bill passed both chambers unanimously!
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House Bill 58 enhances the public access and House Bill 775 is an anti-price gouging bill, limiting non-seasonal

transparency rules for the Maryland State Ethics price increases on essential goods and services to 15% during a
Commission. The bill requires that the public state of emergency. The bill would also give the governor the
parts of the Commission’s meeting be web- power during a state of emergency to designate essential goods
streamed live for public access. and services.
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House Bill 279 removes the sunset to allow the first-in-the nation Prescription Drug Affordability
Board to continue its work to help lower the cost of prescription drugs for Marylanders. \

House Bill 376 prohibits health insurers and providers from imposing a co-payment for diagnostic
breast examinations. Although screening mammograms are covered by health insurance, when
those results indicate an abnormality, the next step is diagnostic imaging and other expensive
tests. Far too often, the high cost of the follow-up tests prevents people from scheduling that vital
appointment, as the average out-of-pocket cost for diagnostic imaging range from $240-$1000.
House Bill 376 ensures that insurers, nonprofit health service plans, and health maintenance
organizations that provide coverage for diagnostic and supplemental breast examinations do not
impose a co-payment, coinsurance, or deductible requirement for the follow-up examination.

I cosponsored this bill, which establishes a Commission on Behavioral Health Care Treatment and Access. The purpose
of the 38-member commission is to make recommendations to provide appropriate, accessible, and comprehensive
behavioral health services that are available on demand to individuals in the State across the behavioral health continuum.

I cosponsored this bill, which reimburses members of the National Guard for their health and dental premiums up to
$60 dollars per month. This first-in-the-nation program will support our National Guard members and is an important
recruitment and retention tool for service members.
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House Bill 9 requires the Maryland Department of
Transportation to prioritize ways to achieve equity in
transportation when developing overall transportation goals.

The department will now be required to develop guidelines,

equity analysis policies, and report on the impacts on riders with
disabilities and minority groups who may be adversely affected by current
transportation policies.

HB 673 ensures that Marylanders can access safe, reliable and affordable transit options. The bill will lower mass transit
fares by enabling the Maryland Transit Administration to make equitable decisions on raising rates, uncoupling Maryland
MTA fares from inflation, as a 2013 law mandated that the MTA tie fares to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), a key
measure of inflation. The bill also provides the MTA with the authority to set fares and make adjustments following notice
and a public hearing — ensuring a transparent process not directly tied to economic conditions. House Bill 673 will also
lower the risk of future fare disputes, which impede on the reliability of our transit system and decrease ridership.

House Bill 123 extends the State program House Bill 12 furthers efforts to cut the cost of carbon emissions
allowing owners of zero-emission vehicles to and address housing affordability and market expansion by

buy tags to drive in the HOV lane. This will help prioritizing transit-oriented development (TOD).

encourage more consumers to buy electric and The bill establishes a $5M Transit-Oriented Grant Program for

cut carbon emissions. local jurisdictions to aid in TOD design plans, public infrastructure
improvements, and for private or public gap funding for
development in a TOD. It also requires that TOD is a priority for
the Department of Transportation’s continued planning.

|
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I cosponsored House Bill 550, which is a step in the right
direction to electrifying transportation and creating
climate friendly transportation infrastructure.

This legislation expands commercial truck electrification
by increasing the grant fund to $10M, to pay for up to
75% of the cost difference of buying a zero-emission truck
versus a conventional model. The grant program ensures
that the recipients primarily operate trucks in Maryland
and give preference to a business that impacts the public
health, environment, or infrastructure of under-served

and overburdened communities.
House Bill 169 ensures equity in our energy efficiency

program by investing State and federal funds
to support weatherization for low-
income families who struggle most

to pay their utility bills.

The bill also increases the electric vehicle
charging rebate program from $1.8M to
$2.5M to encourage more businesses

and individuals to install charging
infrastructures at their businesses
or homes.

wind capacity and directs
the State to find solutions
related to transmitting
offshore energy to land. To
support our transition to a

Bill 486, which establishes the 1 h

Task Force to Study Nonpublic ... . ¢ .e an energy economy, the
Student Bus Transportation, to | s
be staffed by the Maryland State ciygy ol daesmel i

infrastructure must be prioritized.

This bill supports the expansion of

offshore wind power by setting an offshore

wind goal of 8.5 GW by 2031, initiating a State

process to build coordinated transmission infrastructure,

and investing in the full build-out of the existing offshore
wind lease areas.

In an effort to address
environmental and safety
concerns, | sponsored House

House Bill 793 increases
Maryland’s offshore

Department of Education. The task
force must collect information from each
local board of education and any other relevant
county department regarding nonpublic school student
busing programs in the county, other than programs
for the transportation of students in special education
placements. In addition, the task force must evaluate
the impact on State revenues and expenditures, traffic
congestion, and environmental and safety goals of the
adoption of programs used in other states to provide
transportation to nonpublic school students or
otherwise reduce the use of passenger
vehicles for the transportation
of nonpublic school students.
This bill passed both chambers,
and the task force will begin its
work in the near future.

Establishes an equitable community solar program to
increase access to renewable energy. Community-based
innovative solutions, like community solar, are critical
to diversifying our energy portfolio. This bill makes the
community solar pilot program permanent with equitable
access to renewable energy.
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House Bill 2 gives a tax deduction to Maryland workers paying
union dues. This will ensure we put more money back into the
pockets of working families.

I cosponsored HB 180, which alters the value of the subtraction modification under the Maryland income tax for the adoption
of a child. Specifically, for a taxpayer who adopts a child with a special need, the value of the subtraction increases to $12,000.
For a taxpayer who adopts a child without a special need, the value of the subtraction increases to $10,000.

I cosponsored this lifesaving bill, which authorizes a nonrefundable credit against the State income tax for the first $500 of
the purchase price of an automated external defibrillator (AED) purchased for use at a restaurant in the State. In general, an
individual or a business entity that owns a restaurant in the State may claim up to $1,500 in credit in a taxable year; any unused
amount may not be carried over to any other taxable year.

I cosponsored House Bill 554, which expands the State’s existing tax exemption for military retirement income to encourage
more of our military veterans to retire here at home in Maryland. Currently, retirees under age 55 may exempt up to $5,000
of military retirement income and retirees over age 55 may exempt up to $15,000. The legislation would eliminate the age
distinction and allow for the exemption of up to $25,000 for the taxable year beginning after December 31, 2022, and $40,000
for taxable years beginning after December 31, 2023.

House Bill 982 supports our State workers and institutes targeted programs to fill needed
positions as we work to lower the historic vacancy rate in our State government. The bill
restores the annual supplemental retirement match of $600 for all participating State employees.
For employees who make at least $600 in contributions to their retirement or have paid down
their student loans by at least $600, the State will contribute $600 to their retirement. Restoring
the supplemental retirement match will help provide relief for those with crushing student loan
debt and help them save for future retirement. The bill also creates a program to fill front-line
positions at our Department of Human Services by working in partnership with local school
systems and community colleges to fill jobs that require a high school degree. The State will then
provide tuition assistance and other mentorship opportunities to allow an individual to progress
within DHS’s existing personnel structure. Finally, the bill addresses the dangerous vacancy rates
at Parole and Probation and the Department of Corrections by providing student loan repayment
assistance for our parole and probation agents, who are required to have 4—year degrees.
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House Bill 502 makes Maryland the first state in the country to reimburse fraud victims for stolen SNAP benefits. The
bill requires the Department of Human Services to automatically restore the benefits of SNAP recipient if shown that
the benefits were lost due to theft. The State will use federal funds to help nearly 4,000 Marylanders get back more than
$2.5 million in stolen SNAP benefits.

House Bill 706 establishes the Business Facade Improvement Program to assist qualified local businesses with improving
the outside appearance of their buildings and requires the Department of Commerce to develop an application process
for all counties that wish to participate. The ability for older local businesses to keep their commercial districts looking
vibrant and appealing is vital to staying competitive, and this bill is an important tool to boost economic development at
a time when small businesses continue to struggle with the long-term fallout from the pandemic years and the uncertain
economic future ahead.

House Bill 111 streamlines the process by which people sign up for safety-net services such as Medicaid, Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and energy assistance programs. By establishing categorical eligibility, one
application process will allow an individual to enroll in all services. Streamlining and creating one eligibility process will
maximize the number of State residents who qualify for the Program. House Bill 111 will automatically enroll 65,000
SNAP recipients into Medicaid. This timely legislation will also help SNAP recipients already enrolled in Medicaid
automatically renew their coverage.

House Bill 988 implements the milestone legislation Time to Care Act for paid Family and Medical Leave that was passed
last year. The critical modifications in this bill allow Maryland to begin providing the needed time off and partial wage
recovery through the state-administered insurance program (the FAMLI fund) funded by both employers and employee,
that our workers and families need to care for their newborn children or ailing family members. The bill improves the
administration of the Family and Medical Leave Insurance Program by clarifying and altering certain provisions relating
to the administration of the Program.

House Bill 680 provides increased student loan debt relief to new and
existing State workers. The bill extends the time taxpayers have for
loan repayment from two to three years. It prioritizes State employees
who graduated from institutions with at least 40% student Pell Grant
recipients, thereby targeting workers who need the tax credit the
most and incentivizes students from colleges and universities that
have been historically disenfranchised and overlooked to work in
State government. The bill is a key tool in providing financial relief
for Marylanders who are burdened with student loan debt and for the
broader goal of rebuilding State government by targeting institutions
that have been historically overlooked.
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ELECTIONS

I cosponsored House Bill 410, which protects historically disenfranchised communities by ensuring local boards of
elections do not implement discriminatory consolidation and closures of in-person voting locations. This bill requires
local boards to hold a public meeting before approving the change of a polling place location. The bill also requires the
local boards to submit a polling place plan to the State board, which requires the locals to show they follow current law
on polling place placement and that the proposed plan will not harm historically disenfranchised communities.

I also filed a bill that would change the 2024 Primary Election Date so it does not conflict with Passover, Easter or
Ramadan. In an effort to ensure efficiency, [ amended that bill into House Bill 410 and the new 2024 Primary Election

Date is therefore now on May 14, 2024!

House Bill 192 ensures that only U.S. currency can be used to make political contributions. With the rise of
cryptocurrency, this bill prohibits untraceable digital currencies in State elections.

I cosponsored House Bill 535, which improves the State’s
election system by putting ballot curing and pre-processing
into law. This bill codifies important regulations that
went into effect during the 2020 election to help make
administration easier, such as requiring local boards to start
ballot canvassing eight days before early voting and giving
voters the opportunity to cure a missing signature up to ten
days after Election Day.

Maryland is a national leader in voting rights, and as we
continue to expand access to the ballot, these procedures are
necessary to ensure elections run smoothly.
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House Bill 1200 requires counties to pay election
judges at least $250 or more per day. Under the
bill, returning judges will receive an additional
$100, setting the floor for returning judges at
$350 minimum.

Election judges are the backbone of our
democracy. As voting methods, such as mail-in
voting, become more popular, the workload for
judges continues to increase. This bill will help
recruit and retain election judges to keep the
election system working efficiently.

Delegate Attar’s College Scholarship

I have been fortunate to be able to award hundreds of students in my
district with college scholarships. As someone who worked full time
during college and law school and is still left with a significantamount
of student loans, I understand how difficult paying for schooling can
be, and I want to be sure to help in any way possible. The deadline
for submitting scholarship applications for this year was April 30th.
I look forward to dispersing thousands of dollars to my constituents
again this year for scholarships.

Dalya Attar
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As your representative, [ have been able to assist
so many of you with constituent requests and
[ am so grateful to be able to do this. Please
continue to reach out to me with any concerns
or requests for assistance. Cutting through
red tape in order to assist you is a top
priority of mine.

Thank you for entrusting me to represent you, and I look
forward to a successful interim while continuing to

B\ work hard on behalf of all my constituents. Please feel
'™ free to reach out to me at any time.

My email is dalya.attar@house.state.md.us.

Thank you, D

DALYA

AT TAR

DELEGATE, DISTRICT 41

By Authority of: Dalya Attar for Baltimore, Sara Goldfeiz, Treasurer
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